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Observations of Neptune . 

Cambridge, U.S. With the Equatoreal. (Prof. W. C. Bond.) 
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* R. A. not well determined to-night. t Altitude of the planet 4 0 


From Oct. 21, 1846, to Jan. 12, 1847, the places depend on 
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No. 764.8 British Association Catalogue, corrected by Professor 
Challis’s meridian observations. 

Mean Place Jan. i, 1846. A.R. 2i h 50™ 5 8 *94 Dec. —13 0 23' 55"-5 

The last two places of the planet depend on * in Bessel's 
zones, 9 t'nag. 

Mean Place Jan. r, 1846. A.R. 22 h 2 m i s, 25 Dec.—13 0 5'22*"5 


Occullation of Venus . 


Hamburg. (M. Riimker.) 

Hamburg M.T. 
h m » 

1847. Mar. 17 First Contact . 22 54 21’8 

Middle of Disc . 54 31*8 

Complete Immersion. 5446*9 


Observations of Hind's Second Comet in full Sunshine.* 

By Mr. Hind. 

“ 1 take the liberty to send you two positions of the comet dis¬ 
covered here Feb. 6, obtained yesterday in full daylight, and about 
five hours before the perihelion passage. The visibility of a comet 
in the daytime, and within 2 0 distance from the sun, is a pheno¬ 
menon of so rare occurrence, that it may in some measure interest 
you if I give very briefly the particulars of our observations. 

“ I had determined, by theory, that the intensity of light on 
March 30 ought to be 100 times stronger than that of a star of fourth 
magnitude, and was induced to make preparations for a daylight 
observation. I first saw the comet about n a.m. When the sky 
was perfectly cloudless about the sun, it had a whitish appearance, 
which rendered it a matter of no little difficulty to see the comet, 
but during the passage of some cumuli clouds over the sun, and 
between the breaks, I obtained some excellent views of the comet, 
and several observations, which will no doubt be of great assistance 
in the accurate determination of the eleme'rits. The nucleus was 
nearly, if not perfectly, round, beautifully defined and planetary, 
the diameter 8" or 10". Two faint branches of light formed a 
divided tail, extending about 4.0" from the head, like two longish 
erect ears or horns rising from each side of the disc. At times I 
felt certain that the nucleus twinkled . The tail resembled a thin 
smoke. 

“ With respect to the observations for position, I can only add 
that they were as good as could possibly be made, under the circum- 

* The comet was seen at noon near the sun by two other observers, at Truro 
and in the Isle of Anglesey. 
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